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Valle Hermoso, Rep. of Panama 

“How good is the God we adore, our faithful 
unchangeable Friend, his love is as great as his 
power, and knows neither measure nor end.” 
Joseph Hart, 1712-1768 

Know therefore that the LORD thy God, 
he is God, the faithful God, which 
keepeth covenant and mercy with them 
that love him and keep his 
commandments to a thousand 
generations;   Deut.  7:9 

As we look back over the year 2016, we 
have often commented and bowed our 
head in thanksgiving that it was a year of 
encouragement, growth, blessing and 
arising from some dark clouds and 
challenging valleys that came upon the 
work here in the past. 

We know that God is always faithful, that’s 
who He is and that can’t change, 
experiencing His faithfulness in varies 
ways has strengthened us and caused us to praise 
Him for His unchangeable character – God is 
faithful! 

After a number of years of preaching the gospel 
and children’s bible classes on the patio of 
Anelda’s house, she professed to be saved and in 
December 2016, with her unsaved husband and 
large family present she obeyed the Lord in 
baptism. This brought much joy to the saints. Her 
husband has been showing interest in spiritual 
things and comes with her on Sunday mornings 
when his shift work allows. 

Another lady called Nati that attended those years 
of meetings on the patio of Anelda’s house has 
also expressed a desire to be saved. She faithfully 
brings her children each Sunday to the meetings 
and has asked us to come and preach at her house. 
So we have started an open-air meeting in front of 
her house on Thursday evenings, as her husband 
has this day off. He sits inside and doesn’t show 
much interest, but the windows are open, and we 
know he can hear what’s being said. We pray that 

the recent sudden death of his father will awaken 
him to his need of salvation. 

Over Christmas, we had some children’s bible 
classes and our annual Christmas meal at the hall.  

Luis & Sara (visiting from Venezuela)               
with Byrnell & Lois Foreshew.

There were over 80 in attendance at the Christmas 
meal, including a few that at one time had been 
bitter against us. We were delighted to see this 
softening and trust that Spirit continues to work in 
their hearts. 

While we approached the ending of 2016 and 
anticipated a new year, there were three contacts (2 
teenagers) that said that what they wanted mostly 
in 2017 is to be saved. We can only continue to 
pray that the Lord will continue to deal with them. 
So many say these words, but never pursue 
salvation with all their hearts as the distractions 
and temptations are numerous.   

We ended the Bible classes in the boys home until 
school starts up again at the beginning of March. 
We would value your prayers that we will be given 
permission to have the classes there again this 
year. We have gained the confidence of the carers, 
and they are delighted to have us come, but the 
decision is up to the director who has shown us 
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kindness but is Catholic and not always 
appreciative of the content of the Bible classes. 
May the Lord bless in granting us entrance again 
to have the classes as well as the salvation of the 
director and the carers. 

We would value your prayer for: 
- Preservation of the two assemblies 

( fellow workers Marcos & Sara Sequera & 
their 3 boys in Chiriquí) 

- Wisdom to guide, teach and live before 
the believers as examples 

- Consistency, commitment and growth of 
the believers 

- Raise up Godly men to take responsibility 
in the assembly 

- Salvation of souls (unsaved family 
members of the believers – many have 
spouses that are not saved) 

- Preservation of the young believers that 
are in university, the temptations are 
great. 

_________________________________________ 
Cover picture — Gospel meeting in Valle Hermoso 
Panama. 

Editorial 

Venezuela Relief via Panama 
  At the commencement of last December I was 
able to complete an outstanding trip to 
Panama which was of great benefit to 
the saints in Venezuela as well as 
Panama.  The Lord was with me all 
the way.  There were some very 
specific objectives of the trip – to 
facilitate the transportation of much 
needed medicines and supplies to 
Venezuelan Christians; to provide 
Scripture texts to the saints in Panama 
and to encourage the saints in both 
countries.  Many of the purchases of 
relief supplies, food and medicines 
were due to the kindness and 
generosity of some individuals and 
assemblies in the US and Canada. 

A young couple from Venezuela (Luis 

and Sara) were able to travel to Panama.  From 
Venezuela, they brought Scripture texts, hand-
painted on 40 cm x 55 cm canvas, and, on their 
return, transported the relief supplies.  For ease 
of transportation, the texts were unframed and 
required mounting on frames – a task which had 
to be completed before distribution to each 
family in the Valle Hermoso assembly.  With the 
Lord’s help, Luis and I were able to complete the 
framing project which took a bit of work. 

After a week with Byrnell and Lois Foreshew, 
we rented a car and headed to the north to 
Dolega, Chiriqui where brother Marcus Tulio 
and his wife Sara labour for the Lord.  The round 
trip took fourteen hours of car travel. 

Given the political, social and economic 
conditions in Venezuela, many Christians are 
unable to obtain much needed medications – 
some of which required a prescription.  With the 
help of Dr. Lois Foreshew, generic drugs were 
purchased in Panama to complement the supplies 
originating in Canada.  Four suitcases were filled 
with everything from Aspirin to a year’s supply 
of Foley urine catheters.  Fortunately, when Luis 
and Sara arrived in Venezuela the officials waved 
them through and not one of the suitcases, (four  

Scripture texts for the Valle Hermoso assembly
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filled with medications and supplies plus those 
belonging to Luis and Sara) were opened for 
inspection.  This was a real answer to prayer.   

Upon arrival in Venezuela, a group of Christians 
undertook the distribution of over thirty bags of 
food as well as the medical supplies to many 
needy believers in a number of different 
assemblies.  As food supplies such as rice, 
spaghetti, canned milk, grains, butter and coffee 
are very difficult to acquire, purchases had to be 
made over some weeks.  I have been told that all 
the recipients responded with “THIS IS A GIFT 
FROM THE LORD” – and so it was! 

Please continue to remember the Lord’s people 
in Venezuela and the hardships through which 
they are going through. There seems no end in 
sight to the political, social and economic unrest. 
Yet in spite of it all, the Lord continues to work!  
I just received word of a children’s Bible class 
that commenced last January with 15 children 
has grown to more than 110 with attendance 
every Lord’s day from 4 – 5 pm.  This is 
definitely the Lord’s doing. 
                              Ashley Milne          
_____________________________________ 
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Update:  Ministry & Outreach 
in Out-of-the-way Places 
David and Helen McKillen 
                                                                        
It is a good thing to reflect on the purposes of 
God and their working out in our lives. The Lord 
said to Joshua, at a most momentous occasion; 
“As I was…so shall I be… I will not fail thee nor 
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forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage.” 
(Jos 1:5-6). We might consider that Jehovah 
needed to say nothing more than the opening 
phrase. “I will not fail” is not possible, for He 
was and is and will be the unchanging one. It is 
us who fail, and we see our failures the more 
clearly in reflection. Nevertheless, we have 
much to give thanks for looking back. Helen 
continues to make marvelous progress, and we 
are indebted to so many that we have no other 
means to thank. It is a joy to be asked, “How is 
Helen, I pray for her often”. And a double joy 
to respond in the affirmative, her continued 
health is a direct product of the grace of God 
and the prayers of many. Helen in 2016 
successfully completed her re-registration with 
the UK Nursing Council and is now 
temporarily helping in palliative care in our 
local hospital, a door which the Lord graciously 
opened just recently. 

I have been travelling extensively in ministry 
and gospel, but mostly in out-of-the-way parts, 
and in 2016, some places where I had not been 
before. It was a joy to visit BC, and the 
Okanagan Valley for the first time, and I am 
returning there, to the Westbank assembly for the 
Gospel in February 2017, and also to Kamloops, 
DV, for gospel also. 

Two areas, perhaps three, for which we would 
request continued prayer are as follows: The 
Orkney Islands lie off the North coast of 
Scotland, between the Hebrides and the 
Shetlands. All three areas are remote, and the 
population spread across quite a few small 
islands. I have been visiting the Orkney’s 
particularly and have been to each assembly 
[there are now five] more than once. I hope to 
return in May to Kirkwall, the capital, for gospel 
meetings in May. This will be the first full-
length series for some time, the assemblies are 
small, and the area is very dark in many ways. It 
will take a breakthrough of the Spirit of God to 
see interest generated and blessing to follow.  

David and Helen McKillen

Please remember the island assemblies in your 
prayers. 
I have also been labouring with a small assembly 
in Collooney, in County Sligo in the south-west 
of Ireland. I have visited quite often, and with 
the help of one or two local brothers, every home 
in the county has been visited. The response to 
the short gospel campaign last June was beyond 
expectation, and interest and new contacts have 
been maintained. I hope to return to another 
town in the County for Gospel in August and 
September in 2017.  Prayer would be valued for 
Tobercurry and the contacts which we have in 
that town. 

I have been blessed to be able to visit Botswana 
for a time, each year since we had to relocate to 
NI. In 2015 the meetings in Francistown were 
marked by blessing and the assembly has been 
strengthened since. In October 2016 they had 
their first Conference for four years, and I was 
again privileged to be there to address over 300 
who gathered. I also was able to visit the 
assemblies in Gaborone, Selibi Phikwe and 
Maun in the far north-west. Please remember 
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these later two assemblies in prayer. Phikwe has 
lost its main employer in the closure of a 
government-owned copper plant. The assembly 
is small and struggling. Remember brother Peter 
who carries the weight of the local burden. 
Prayer is needed for his family and the testimony 
there. Also remember Dan in Maun. The 
assembly is not strong, but Dan often travels in 
midweek into Namibia with the Gospel. I have 
joined him there often, and the distances, but 
also the opportunities are alike immense. There 
is no assembly testimony in Namibia. So, please 
pray for Maun and the outreach in Namibia. 
The harvest is plentiful — though we may see 
less of it in the West – and the labourers are few 
and fewer. Many small assemblies — in the US 
and the Midwest are isolated and needing 
encouragement, likewise in the UK and Ireland. 
The need is everywhere. Pray for wisdom for 
personal guidance that each “call” responded 
too, and each open door, is of the Lord, both in 
direction and timing. We do appreciate and value 
the prayers of the Lord’s people in every part. 
And we are grateful for the interest shown in 
what little we do for His kingdom. 

Tirana, ALBANIA 
Enri & Sylvia Nase  

Assembly and outreach 
In September we had our yearly weekend retreat 
with the assembly and this time we were in 
Vlore. As a change for the believers and 
ourselves, we invited brother Pasquale, an 
esteemed Italian brother among the assemblies 
in Italy, who has been involved in the work here 
in Albania since 1993. The subject he dealt with 
was “God’s purpose for the local Church”. He 
discussed relevant topics such as “Fellowship," 
“Service," “Mission," “Prayer” and “Worship”. 
The time spent together was profitable and 
h e l p e d p r e p a r e e a c h o f u s f o r t h e 
recommencement of our regular assembly 
activities following the summer break as well as 

encouraging us to press on in our service for the 
Master while looking for opportunities to 
witness for Him wherever possible.  

There are a good number of children and 
teenagers present again at their respective 
meetings on Saturday morning and following 
these, Sylvia, and I meet with a small group of 
young ladies who are showing interest in 
spiritual matters for a regular Bible Study.  
Meanwhile, I continue to have a Bible study with 
a young man who trusted Christ earlier in the 
year, and he has now asked for baptism. He has 
some personal issues, but we trust and pray that 
the Lord will help him to overcome these 
challenges.  

Two or three brethren from the assembly have 
dedicated their Saturday mornings to give out 
tracts on the streets surrounding our meeting 
place. They have a small portable stand with a 
variety of literature and New Testaments for 
those who express an interest. The 2017 
calendars were printed last week and are already 
being distributed. Again these are fully funded 
by the Albanian Christian Fund though we now 
design and print them here.  

Bible Exhibition 
I have just returned from a week in the South east 
of the country, a 5 hour drive from Tirana, with 
the Bible exhibition. The exhibit was displayed at 
the library in the civic centre and the reception 
was really encouraging. 
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Unemployment is a constant challenge for 
several of our families. Some have been without 
work now for two years. This brings many 
difficulties and frustrations. Where possible we 
try to help with practical assistance though this 
is not a long-term solution. The threat of 
becoming unemployed hangs over other 
families, and the uncertainty fuels thoughts of 
migrating. 

Prison ministry 
The visits to prison had been curtailed by the 
Central Prison Authority for a couple of months 
as all permissions to visit Albanian prisons 
were suspended. They have now re-started, and 
I am there on Thursday mornings. Besides the 
regular meetings in cells, we plan to visit some 
of the families of the inmates with food and 
other aid for the cold winter months which have 
already commenced.  

Hela Province,                             
Papua NEW GUINEA                                      
Willians and Kylie Alcala  
The Lord has given us the privilege of visiting 
the Hela province twice this year, in July and 
then again in November. Each visit is organized 

with much prayer before the Lord, seeking His 
will for Papua New Guinea (PNG).  

The assembly in Erebo, Papua New Guinea

In July, I joined Alf Grant, Vince Zaccardi (both 
from Conference Hall, Brisbane) and Michael 
Chapman (Cooroy) for 18 days in PNG and most 
of that time was devoted to the construction of 
the hall in Erebo. The believers from that area 
used to have their meetings just sitting out in the 
open, without anything to protect them from the 
rain or the sun. Since we began visiting Erebo 
regularly in 2013 the number of believers and 
unsaved visitors attending the meetings has 
grown, so we started praying for a hall for this 

dear group of saints. The Lord answered 
our prayers through the support of some 
assemblies, and also the local believers 
worked hard to provide most of the 
timber from local forests.  

When we arrived in Papua New Guinea 
(PNG), we had to spend the first night in 
the capital city, Port Moresby. There, we 
met an Australian man working in the 
mines, who asked us about our reason for 
being in PNG. We explained that we were 
there to help local Christians in a village 
to build a shelter for their meetings and he 
asked more questions, and when he heard 
that we had only about two weeks to 
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complete the project and that we 
did not have the materials ready and 
neither had idea of how many 
people were willing to work, he 
said, “Forget it, it is not going to 
happen!”. And later when we 
arrived at Tari, close to Erebo, a 
local businessman had a similar 
reaction: “it is just impossible!”. 
However, at the end of our trip, 
after several difficulties and 
challenges, we walked away 
leaving behind not only a material 
building but also a local assembly 
functioning with 17 believers 
gathering there unto the Name of 
the Lord. “The things which are impossible with 
men are possible with God” Luke 18.27 

Upon our returned home to Australia we 
reported back to the brethren about what the 
Lord had done, and although there was much joy 
for the news, we knew that the new assembly 
needed a lot of help with Bible teaching. The 
three brethren bearing responsibility among 
them also knew that they needed spiritual 
support to carry on, especially considering that 
none of them had been in an assembly 
fellowship before. Therefore, we started praying 
for a new visit before the end of the year, and the 
Lord heard our cry.  

Almost the same group (but instead of Vince 
this time we had Jack Stewart, a young brother 
from South Australia) went to PNG for eleven 
days at the end of November. This time we did 
not work on the material construction but went 
every morning with the local believers 
preaching the gospel in different places around 
Erebo. Every afternoon we went back to the 
hall for ministry meetings. As in that area, there 
is no electricity; there are no meetings at night 
time! But besides the public meetings, we also 
spent many hours talking with the believers 
individually, especially with the elders. We 

observed a few things that needed correction, 
and they also had questions, which is not 
surprising when we consider that they had never 
seen an assembly functioning before. We are 
glad that the word of God has an answer for each 
question about the way in which a local church 
should function.  

For us it was very humbling to see firsthand the 
commencement of a new assembly with 
believers in a different culture, without any 
previous exposure to the principles of gathering 
only unto His Name and surrounded by so many 
different religious groups, yet who are so willing 
to submit themselves to the authority of the 
Word of God.   
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On the last Saturday of our visit, nine believers 
were baptised and eight of them, as well as 
three other believers, were received into 
assembly fellowship the next day. Now, almost 
half of the believers in assembly fellowship live 
in another village called Hiribi, approximately 
three hours walking from Erebo. These 
believers are exercised about building their hall 
soon, and they already have most of the 
materials they need. They have to walk with 
their families through the mountains to come to 
the meetings, so they are also praying for a 
local assembly in their village. We try to go 
whenever the Lord opens the way for us, but as 
the work grows these believers face different 
problems and need more help. There is no 
internet communication and not even a post 
office where literature could be sent to them, so 
we see how important this small word in the 
Lord’s Great Commission is: Go. Please, join us 
in praying to the Lord of the Harvest, because 
there is a “piece of ground” in Papua New 
Guinea needing labourers.  

Luau, ANGOLA                                         
Joel & Kaleigh Griffin                       
Warm greetings from Kaleigh and myself at the 
beginning of another year by God's grace. We 
have thoroughly enjoyed a much-needed rest 
over the past week and a half. The last several 
months have been an exceptional whirlwind of 
activity as we have been in the midst of building 
a home in the city of Luau, Angola to be a 
platform for our life and ministry here. It has 
been a lesson in building and logistics in Angola 
and a time of total dependence on the Lord for 
the strength and wisdom to carry on. The house 
is roughly finished, now just needing the finish 
work on the inside to make it a suitable and 
functional home.  

We look back over the last several months, and 
we give thanks to God for his hand over all. 
During the peak of the project, our readings were  

Joel & Kaleigh Griffin, Elysia, Svea, & Cora.  

in Nehemiah, and the encouragement was very 
contextual and timely. Nehemiah took on a 
building project in God's name that he was 
unqualified for, but he did it in faith for God's 
glory and the good of the people of God. The 
good hand of the Lord was upon him, and the joy 
of the LORD was his strength, despite the 
attacks on the work. These encouragements from 
Nehemiah helped us along the way as we dealt 
with our challenges. 

I would like to list some big things to thank God 
for as we look back over the last several months: 
1. The Lord provided a shipping container as a 
tool shed for the project, and many of the tools 
necessary for the work (most especially a very 
large cement mixer) when a missionary family 
unexpectedly left Angola and asked us if we 
would like to purchase the goods for a bargain. It 
was a tremendous answer to prayer.  

2. Seven skilled men volunteered to travel to 
Angola and build with us. What they 
accomplished in 44 days is incredible. It was, we 
believe, extraordinary progress enabled by the 
Lord. The team that we had was a great answer 
to prayer.  
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3. Despite building during the start of the rainy 
season, over the 44-day period of working as a 
large group we only lost about six hours of 
working time to the rain. Most Sundays it rained 
a lot, but of course, we didn't mind. Some lunch 
hours it rained while we had a break, but then 
the clouds would clear, and we would carry on. 
On one particular day I stood on the site and 
took a 360-degree video of the thunderstorms 
occurring all around the area, but it wasn't 
raining on site. Our consistent prayer during the 
project was for rain at suitable times, and we 
give God the glory for mightily answering our 
prayer.  

Thank you for your interest in what the Lord is 
doing here in Angola. We are incredibly 
inadequate in ourselves to face the challenges of 
life and service here, but we are time and time 
again reminded of how big our Father is, and 
how much he delights in his children's trust. 
Thank you for your support in prayer. 

ANGOLA 
Samuel & Elizabeth Simonyi-Gindele 
  
"Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let 
your heart take courage;  wait for the 

Lord!”  Ps. 27:14

It is hard to believe that 2016 has come to an 
end.  Are you "waiting for the Lord" as the verse 
at the top of this newsletter commands?  These 
words of scripture have become very meaningful 
to us, and at this time of year, it is something to 
ponder as we look back on the birth of the Lord 
Jesus, "Emmanuel," God with us.  We think of 
all the waiting that took place before He came. 
The Bible tells us that God's plan to send His 
Son  into  the  world  was  conceived  before  the  
world was created. 

 
Brian Howden, Lenguela, myself, and Sergio.

Let me bring you up to date with some of our 
news and activity since we last wrote in May of 
last year. I began monthly clinics in Luma Cassai 
in June, an old mission about 60 kilometres from 
Biula where there is a small clinic.  It has been 
different from Biula, the people there come from 
small, isolated villages in the bush, often not 
being able to pay the token fees we charge, with 
evidence of much more basic health needs.  The  
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From Left to Right The Samuel & Elizabeth 
Simonyi-Gindele family with Tobias & Carola 
Schemmp, German missionary friends who have 
left Angola.

Christians there are industrious and have gone 
out of their way to make us welcome, help with 
preaching the gospel, and feeding us.  However, 
it will be hard to reach there during the rainy 
season, as the road turns into a quagmire and is 
only passable if it has a day or two to dry out.  I 
have made trips there by motorbike but can only 
bring very limited medical supplies on those 
trips.   

The Biula clinic has been encouraging.  The 
nurse has taken to preaching the gospel before 
Wednesday clinics when I can't be present 
without extra encouragement from me, so we 
take heart from his initiative.  In the last few 
months, I had to make a number of trips to 
Luanda and Zambia, so this was a blessing to see 
that the work can stand on its own.  The 
government is unable to pay anyone presently, 
so we have taken on supporting the nurse and 
traditional birth attendant as they have shown a 
will to work and serve their community.    
Concerning spiritual outreaches, the weekly 
Saturday morning Bible studies have continued, 
and while I often don't see consistent attendance  
by the young men I hope to reach, there is 
always a good group of interested ladies.  Most 
of them can't read so they don't benefit from the 
Chokwe/Portuguese notes I make for each 

lesson, but we pray that the Holy Spirit is writing 
the truth on their hearts.   

I have attended two conferences, one in 
Chilombo in August, shared with Samuel 
Kapanji, a commended Zambian worker.  It was 
a busy time with ten sessions in less than a week, 
but our whole family enjoyed the warm 
fellowship with the believers.  The first time I 
attended a conference there was in 2006, I 
bicycled to it, and stayed in a small tent.  Now 
the Masahas have a house with solar lights, and 
even a shower (though cold water only)!  The 
second conference was last week with Brian 
Howden in Camandumbala, just outside of 
Saurimo.  I had been at that conference last in 
2 0 11 , a n d a t t h a t t i m e c o u l d s p e a k 
neither Portuguese or Chokwe.  So this time it 
was a treat to be able to give one message in 
Chokwe, the other in Portuguese.  And even 
better to enjoy Brian's rich ministry and see the 
fruit of God's labour through him, his wife 
Debbie, and Ruth Hadley in that area, with keen 
young people drinking in the teaching and a 
local Angolan brother giving a powerful message 
on the person of Christ.  I had three men from 
Biula with me, so we pray that they may have 
been encouraged and strengthened by what they 
saw and heard. 

Progress continues slowly in Chokwe.  I can 
understand more that is said but still have far to 
go to fluency.  It was an inspiration to see Brian's 
freedom in teaching in the audience's heart 
language.   

We spoke in our last newsletter of an addition to 
our house.  It is mostly complete, thanks to a 
local Portuguese contractor and a visit from a 
Brass Tacks team.  Now we are looking forward 
to welcoming a New Zealand brother, Phillip 
Wilson, to finish up the last bit, and help with 
some other projects like getting running water to 
the clinic.  He arrives next week, God 
willing. The extra room in the house has made a 

HORIZONS �11



huge difference to our family life, the children 
now all have room for a desk to study at and we 
have another bedroom.  Elizabeth will hopefully 
soon have a kitchen after six months without 
one. 

Abigail is heading off to Sakeji school in 
Zambia next month.  Please pray for her and 
Elizabeth, especially, as they both are dreading 
the parting.  It is abundantly clear that it is the 
best decision for Abigail, but that doesn't make 
it easy.  The four older boys continue doing 
well at homeschool for which we are thankful. 
We have lost missionary colleagues.  We 
received sudden, unexpected news that German 
missionaries in our neighbouring city, Luena, 
had to leave permanently at the beginning of 
November.  They are good friends and were a 
great practical help to us, and so we miss them 
greatly.  As well, Joel and Kaleigh Griffin are 
presently in the process of leaving Biula to move 
to Luau, a small city about 7 hours drive from 
here.  It has been a painful parting as well.  We 
are reminded again that "many are the plans in 
the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the 
Lord that will stand" (Pr 19:21), so we let go our 
plans and "wait on the Lord" to see His purpose.  

Please pray for Angola, there are so many 
physical and spiritual needs here, but there is a 
strong sense of encroaching darkness and 
spiritual opposition that makes life and witness 
here a daily challenge.  We enjoyed a holiday in 
Zambia in September, but we already feel the 
need for another break!   

Veracruz, MEXICO                         
John and Rebekah Nesbitt 

It is a privilege to write a few words on some of 
what  God  is  accomplishing  for  His  glory  in 
Veracruz,  Mexico,  the  beautiful  Gulf  State  of 
over  8  million  people.  The  largest  city  in 
Veracruz State is the port city of Veracruz and 

along with the metropolitan area would have a 
population close to a 1,000,000 people. In July 
2009 an assembly was formed in this port city 
and since then God has preserved and added to 
the company of believers.

Veracruz, Mexico

The spiritual growth and gospel exercise among 
the Christians are a testament to His power. This 
year  several  individuals  saved  by  God's  grace 
have  been  baptized,  and  two  couples  among 
others have been added to the testimony in the 
port of Veracruz. In June of this year, we were 
encouraged  by  good  attendance  to  a  week  of 
Bible classes for children in Veracruz. 

The  assembly  purchased  a  centrally  located 
property  earlier  this  year,  and  the  construction 
project of a new building for the assembly may 
soon begin in the will of the Lord. 

In addition to the weekly gospel testimony of the 
assembly  in  the  port  city,  there  are  regular 
weekly outreach gospel efforts in the towns of 
Cotaxtla, and El Hatito, Veracruz. These weekly 
meetings are consistently supported by believers 
of the assembly in Veracruz. 

Cotaxtla  —  In  the  small  town  of  Cotaxtla 
(45min  SW of  Veracruz),  we  are  thankful  for 
God’s work among adults and children over the 
last  eight  years.  In  October,  a  couple  from 
Cotaxtla was added to the fellowship in Veracruz 
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making a  total  of  8  from this  rural  town who 
form part  of  the  assembly in  Veracruz.  It  is  a 
significant  commitment  for  the  believers  from 
Cotaxtla to make the hour trip to and from the 
city of Veracruz to obey the Lord’s command to 
remember  His  death  until  He  returns,  through 
the Breaking of Bread. 

Each Wednesday, there is a children's Bible class 
followed by a second hour of gospel or ministry, 
and  attendance  to  both  these  regular  weekly 
meetings has been encouraging. 

El Hatito — Through a couple in the Veracruz 
assembly, the Lord presented us with a building 
and a small group of people to share the gospel 
with in the small town of Hatito (1 hour NW of 
VC).  Sunday  evening  gospel  meetings  in  this 
small village began in mid-February 2016 in a 
rented  house  with  the  small  group  there,  with 
encouraging interest. One man as well as another 
couple and their young son have trusted Christ 
as  their  Saviour.  In  October,  some  Christians 
from  Veracruz  distributed  2000  texts  with 
invitations  in  El  Hatito  and  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Tolome,  inviting  people  to  a  gospel 
series. A two-week gospel series which followed 
had  good  attendance,  especially  of  children. 
During  the  two-week  series,  we  carried  out  a 
Bible  class  for  children  on  the  adjacent  patio 
while the gospel was preached inside the house 
to adults in attendance.

Coscomaptepec — A couple, as well as others 
of the Veracruz assembly, have continued to visit 
Coscomaptepec  each  month  with  the  Gospel. 
Some  tracts,  invitations  and  texts  have  been 
distributed,  and  attendance  to  house  meetings 
has  been encouraging.  Over  a  few years,  God 
has  blessed  in  salvation,  through  the  gospel 
outreach effort in this city of 54,000 people. In 
recent  months,  one  older  man  and  one  young 
man have professed in Salvation. On November 
12th two sisters  from Coscomatepec will  obey 
the Lords in baptism, God willing.

Tuxpan — Since June 2015 we have attempted 
to make monthly visits as a family to the small, 
coastal port city of Tuxpan, (population 78,000) 
located about 4 1/2 hours north of Veracruz City. 
Tim & Jenna Stevenson who labour in Xalapa, 
have joined in helping to maintain contact with a 
small group of individuals who have heard the 
gospel through some house meetings in Tuxpan. 
Please pray that the Lord will establish His work 
for His glory in this growing city for His glory.  

Xalapa — The capital of Veracruz State is 
located two hours north-west of Veracruz City. In 
2011 we began monthly house meetings, and 
God blessed in salvation. In 2013 it was an 
answer to much prayer that Timothy & Jenna 
Stephenson came in live and work in this city. 
Tim and Jenna have been very active in the 
distribution of gospel literature and also open-air 
preaching with local brethren. It was a joy to join 
with them and some new believers in April 2015 
to remember the Lord for the first time in the 
breaking of bread in Xalapa. 

!  
Tim & Jenna Stevenson labour in Xalapa, 

The continuance and development of the 
Lord’s work here in the state of Veracruz is 
only through His grace and power at work 
from day to day. It has involved the 
preaching of the gospel and gospel outreach 
work among adults and children in many 
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areas, biblical teaching as well as helping 
where possible with marriage and family 
need and also practical and work-related 
needs, challenges of and including family 
difficulties, the prosperity gospel, economic 
instability, the confusion of false teachings 
of many kinds, and immorality, but God 
steadily continues His work in the hearts 
and lives of individuals by His grace and for 
His glory. Please pray for the light of God’s 
truth and the testimony to His name and 
power will shine more and more brightly in 
this needy field. 

Spanish work in North America. 
John and Michelle Dennison 

In general, I continue to try and make one visit 
per month to Mexico or a Spanish work in 
North America.  In October, I had the privilege 
of visiting Guasave, Mexico, which is a 
growing assembly that began breaking bread in 
April.  Shortly after I arrive home, I am to have 
a weekend of meetings in Iguala, Mexico, 
which is an assembly comprised of family 
members of the believers in West Phoenix. 

Since August, I have had the privilege of 
making visits every other week to Denver, 
Colorado for Spanish Gospel Meetings. A small, 
English-speaking assembly there has an exercise 
to spread the gospel to the large Hispanic 
community around their hall. We are thankful for 
the few who attend including a couple with a 
little boy. The lady’s name is Merci and she has 
stage-4 bone cancer. We would value your 
prayers for them and this little work. 

We are most encouraged with God’s blessing in 
the work at home in W. Phoenix. God has 
blessed us with a full hall and, in fact, we will 
begin a little expansion project upon my return. 
In the New Year, the brethren have asked me to 

take up the Tabernacle for ten days, so I am 
looking forward to some study time in 
December. God keeps us busy with visits south 
to Mexico and north to Denver and as well he 
has given us responsibilities in the printing work 
in Spanish as well. We are about to publish in 
Spanish our first volume of the What the Bible 
Teaches series and we just published a book on 
Preaching the Gospel. We trust the Lord will 
continue to help us and bless this work for him. 

Chihuahua, MEXICO              
Gilberto and Alicia Torrens  

Gilberto & Alicia Torrens daughter, Anagabriela

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; 
and thy paths drop fatness. Psalm 65:11 

In November, the Lord allowed us to have four 
weeks of gospel meetings in the hall in Valle de 
la Madrid, and we were very encouraged by the 
attendance of Edgar, Maribel, and Mr. 
Constantino, or “Mr. Tino” as he is known. They 
haven’t yet professed faith in Christ, but we trust 
that the Word of God was sown in their hearts. 
Edgar used to attend the Bible class and 
currently works with brother Blas Rodriguez, 
who reminds him of his need to listen to the 

HORIZONS �14



gospel. Early in December, the 
children at both locations had a 
chance to present memory verses 
and receive their year-end prizes. 
Various mothers came to watch 
them.  

I was ab l e t o a t t end t he 
conference in Puerto Vallarta. It 
was a good chance to share with 
brother Harrys Rodriguez and 
other workers who serve the Lord 
in Mexico.  

On Sunday, December 25th, we 
had a unique experience. The 
attendance at the breaking of 
bread meeting was low since some believers had 
spent the evening of the 24th with their unsaved 
relatives or travelled away from the city. 
However, we had joy as we celebrated the 
remembrance meeting and just as the ministry of 
the Word of God was ending, someone knocked 
at the emergency exit door which only opens 
from the inside. Because of the winter weather, 
we keep the doors closed. When we opened the 
door, there stood a man of around 31 years of 
age. He came in, sat down, was able to enjoy the 
snack with us, and we invited him to the gospel 
meeting that night. He told us 
that he had been out looking for 
a “Christian” place and that we 
were the only ones that were 
open. This is humbling and 
reminds us of the Lord’s words 
to the church at Philadelphia: I 
know thy works: behold, I have 
set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it: for thou 
hast a little strength, and hast 
kept my word, and hast not 
denied my name. (Revelation 
3:8) The young man’s name is 
Francisco, and since then he has  

The work with the children in El Porvenir. 
                                                                             
not missed a meeting. 

The work in Delicias has decreased a fair 
amount. One reason is that the Dominguez 
brothers, who were baptized in June, had to 
move to Ciudad Neza for work. Also, my visits 
there have had to be scaled back as a result of  
my operation. We pray for continued strength 
and that the Lord would show us His will.  

The radio broadcast every Friday at 11 am.
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The work with the children in El Porvenir takes 
both effort and dedication, and so Lord willing 
we plan to commence the children’s meetings 
again in January. In the Valle de la Madrid, 
where the assembly gathers, we are hoping to 
distribute 1,000 invitations. This allows us to 
cover various subdivisions right around the hall.  
The radio broadcast continues, with the gospel 
being preached every Friday at 11 am.  

We are grateful to the Lord that our daughter, 
Anagabriela, is half way through medical school 
and we appreciate your prayers for her. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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